Jane Quennell married Henry Butt in the summer of 1874. By 1881 the couple

were living at Hill Top Cottage, Tillington, with their two children, Edward and BT V[ | ()
Henry. William was born in early Spring 1883 and christened in All Hallows’ " @/1694.| PTE. A BUTT. wiliiam. lg/1694.2nd R.SUSS.R |
Church on March 25th of the same year. At the age of four or five years he e PRIVATE . | sl
probably went to Tillington School, a short walk from his home. At the time of 2 e e ——————
the 1901 census William was 18 years old, single, living at home and employed Medal Roll showing service number and battalion

as a domestic gardener. Ten years later he was still single and living with his
parents, but by then he was a bricklayer’s labourer.

Perhaps with a sense of patriotism and the promise of pay substantially

m— better than that of a labourer, William, at the age of 31, enlisted in the 2nd
: ) e ! Battalion, Royal Sussex Regiment sometime during August or September
WAR DIARY Amy Fomm €. 2115 1914 soon after the outbreak of war. The Battalion left for France in
T S R INTELLIGENCE SUMMARY. August 1914 and therefore Private William Butt G/1694 trained in
will bo prepared (s masmmeript (Erase Moding wot roqwired.) e . .
England before joining his Battalion overseas on May 18th 1915.
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S'f'fj“mrnf,iwm P = ﬁ-f"&“"“-w'*}?' = | Some days before the Battalion had suffered heavy losses in the Battle of
]s “::&Q‘U%M i :&.:é;:t. B S Vo | Aubers Ridge and William, along with 270 other men and NCO’s,
b Sepk AT o T rz”* ;;’L : ;’1; 2 provided much needed reinforcements, reaching the Battalion at Cambrin
&Q,\:,Lrnvzt;:: 7’(:-)..; ey LLM‘ | on May 22nd. Between May and September the Battalion had a
:’:f‘;;j;y;— S aves FECE b | relatively quiet time, spending only short periods at the front. This all
Mo "j‘*; i el ey b e e ~ / changed on Saturday, September 25th when the devastating Battle of
55‘“‘1“._5' Ertireosia 1 ko i Lo [ Loos began. This was the largest offensive mounted in 1915 and the first
e M ShoT 2 i | time the British used poison gas. Although some minor gains were made
R D T 5 (TR g 3 ! in this battle, including the town of Loos, it was at the cost of some
Alscl o~ ST Liow T . .
g1 ‘}*’,:u‘: et 50,000 Allied casualties.
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The mining town of Loos, ¢ 1915, dominated by pit winding gear, nicknamed by the British -
‘Tower Bridge’

The 2nd Battalion War Diary for September 25th:

Near Hulluch...At 6.30 am the assaulting Battns advanced and the Royal Sussex immediately pushed on to our front line trench.... the wind had veered round and had
carried some of the gas back over our Front Trench causing a good deal of confusion amongst the troops.....My Company Commanders then on their own initiative at
once advanced and pushed on to the Assault Battalion thus becoming part of the Assaulting Line at a very early stage of the attack. This advance was pushed right up
to the German wire which was not cut and at this stage all our officers and men who had reached or got close to the wire were either killed or wounded.

On this fateful Saturday in September 1915 the 2nd Battalion suffered 481 casualties, including 181

L ! oL TN T T - killed, two-thirds of whom have no known graves. Private William Butt G/1694 was part of this
%% eéf.—%_: courageous assault and tragically lost his life at the age of 32 years fighting for his King and Country.

-1 o i |- His body was not found but he is remembered, along with many others from the 2nd Battalion, Royal
e it R L———-—-—-——— Sussex Regiment, on the Loos Memorial, Pas de Calais, France. Lance Corporal Charles Judge (see

‘They also Fell”) was also killed in this battle on the same day, but his body was recovered and he is
buried in Dud Corner Cemetery, Loos.
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he moon hath hushed the city,
The river runneth deep,
| wonder where on God's green earth
lay you down to sleep.

Medal Card showing medal
entitlement

Any Woman - May Wedderburn Cannan

1914 -15 British War  Victory
Star Medal Medal



